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IHSA Board of Director Approved “Policies”

Hunter Seat Spur Policy

Spurs provided by the horse provider are permitted in Novice, Alumni Intermediate and Open by UNAMINOUS vote of all the schools in the Region at regular season shows and Regionals.  For example, all schools would need to vote yes to allow the possibility of spur use.  Then, once that approval is done, it is up to each horse provider to determine if they will allow spurs to be used on their horse.   The spur policy needs to be voted on at the first show of the Fall season EACH YEAR.   

Spur use will also be allowed in Novice, Alumni, Intermediate and Open at Zones and Nationals.  It is up to each horse provider to determine if they will allow spurs to be used on their horse.

Western Horsemanship Spur Policy  

Spurs are allowed in Alumni, Advanced, Open and Reining Western Horsemanship where non-roweled spurs are permitted when recommended by horse provider or their designee and approved by the show management.

Spur use is permitted in Novice Western Horsemanship by UNAMINOUS vote of all the schools in the Region at regular season shows and Regionals.  Spur use will also be allowed in the above divisions at Semi-Finals and Nationals.  It is up to each horse provider to determine if they will allow spurs to be used on their horse.

See Rule 4702.B for allowed spur use in Reining classes.
Reining Horse Courtesy Circle
Rider will enter the arena and may lope a circle using no more than half of the arena.  Upon completion of the circle, rider will halt and proceed to the start of the pattern.  Exhibitors will keep in mind that this is not a schooling period, but one to allow the horse to settle as they may have been standing through numerous runs.   Reining horse courtesy circle use is permitted by UNAMINOUS vote of all the schools in the Region at regular season shows and Regionals.  Reining horse courtesy circle use will also be allowed in Zones and Nationals.

